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The Anglican Parish of 

Christ the Redeemer 
May 28, 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Eleven weeks. That’s how long it’s been since we last met together for corporate worship. Following the 
information we had at the time, we opted to take a cautious approach to suspend public worship gatherings. 
Initially, we thought it would be just a few weeks. As we know, it turned out to be longer than we expected. I 
have deeply missed seeing each of you. While we’ve made the best of it, it will be good to worship with you 
again. Positively, we’ve found new ways to do old things. We’ve tried things that we might have previously 
thought were too difficult or just kind of silly. Through it all, you have been gracious, understanding, and 
patient. Thank you. 

Several people have continued to work toward making our video ministry possible. Dcn. Nancy has faithfully 
and creatively put together video lessons for the kids every week. They’ve been very good and entertaining. 
Our Music Director, Katie White has continued to lend her voice and talent to the music ministry, as well as 
helping me think through what worship looks like under these conditions. David Ball has come out nearly every 
week to be part of the music team. Thank you! Last week, Keith and Callie Meikrantz served us and God with 
their talented hands and beautiful voices. Matt Ulrich helped us figure out how to record the service to a 
cellphone. We’ve been filming on an iPhone! Can you believe it? Matt has been a tremendous help to us during 
this time. My wife, Beth, has come out every week to help run the equipment and remind us of the little things. 
She’s always been an invaluable behind-the-scenes support. Thank you to you all.  

The Diaper Pantry crew, led by Emily Nugent, showed us that we can continue to serve the public under less 
than normal circumstances with a little creativity and ingenuity. Our volunteers worked incredibly hard to 
deliver those diapers. Well done! 

The last few weeks have been unexpectedly rewarding while also being less than ideal. We did our part to flatten 
the curve, act responsibly, and serve our neighbors. Now as things are opening up, we’ve been given permission 
by Bishop Jim to start a “phased” reopening while following reasonable precautions. Vestry and I developed a 
plan and submitted it to the Bishop for his approval. He has given us his blessing to move forward. 

Please don’t feel any pressure to attend any of our public worship services. If you are concerned about Covid-
19 or are especially susceptible to it, please know that you may refrain from attending without fear of criticism. 

For this Sunday, May 31, Pentecost. 

Pre-Recorded Holy Communion. We will show our final pre-recorded worship service this Sunday at 10am 
just as we have been doing. We will return to our normal communion liturgy. We asked that you watch the 
service before you come to receive the elements. 

Distribution of Holy Communion. After you have watched the service on Sunday morning, we invite any 
who would like to receive communion to the church to receive. We will pray a short, spoken liturgy, and 
participate in communion together. We have developed a strategy for safely distributing the elements. I will be 
the only person touching the elements from the preparation of the table until they are given to you. I will wear 
a mask and keep my hands clean and sanitized. I won’t be wearing gloves because of the concerns that gloves 
can become contaminated. We will not drink from the common cup. Bishop Jim has asked us to limit our 
meetings to 25% (assuming that we can distance appropriately) of our facility capacity for the time being. Our 
nave will seat nearly 300 people. Our typical Sunday has about 70 in attendance. We believe we can safely 
socially distance under those circumstances. However, for this week, we will distribute the elements at two 
different times: 12-12:45pm and 1-1:45pm to help spread us out a little bit. If you are unable to attend either of 
these options, please contact Dcn. Nancy (deacon@redeemercanonsburg.org) and we will arrange for the 
elements to be brought to you if that is your desire.  
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Children’s Ministry. As it is not our normal practice to have a Sunday School for children during the summer, 
Sunday School will return in the Fall. We have activity bags for those children who attend worship.  

Nursery. For the time being, there will be no nursery. We will see how things progress in June. 

Fellowship. Our Coffee Hour will remain suspended for now. If you would like to fellowship together, we ask 
that you do so outside of the building and properly distanced. Stay for as long as you wish.  

May 31 Precautions.  

• Please wear a mask while inside the building.  
• All staff will wear masks at the Table. 
• Please enter and exit the building through the front doors on College St. 
• There will be hand-sanitizing stations at the entrance to the sanctuary. Please use them upon entering 

and exiting the worship space. 
• We will rope off every other pew and ask family groups to space themselves out from one another.  
• No sharing of the peace. 
• Offering plates will be in a stationary place near the front of the nave. You can place your offerings in 

the plate as you come forward to receive communion. 
• Please refrain from using the restrooms if at all possible. 
• Everything will be wiped down between services.  

For Sunday, June 7 and following. 

Public Livestream Communion Service. Beginning June 7, we invite all of you to join us in our building for 
public worship on Sunday at 10am. Again, we believe we can safely distance in a nave, following the same 
precautions that we have established. However, for those who would rather not meet in public yet, we will also 
livestream our service for the first time. You may watch at home and then come to the church for distribution. 
Please wear a mask and use the provided hand sanitizers upon entering and exiting the nave. 

Singing. Once we meet together publicly, we have been asked by our bishop to suspend public singing for a 
time. We will still have music, but will limit how we use it for at least a few weeks.  

Distribution of Holy Communion. For those who do not attend the public service, we will continue to offer 
a second opportunity to receive communion at 12pm. We will continue to follow the prescribed precautions 
and use the same simple, spoken liturgy. If you are unable to attend either of these options, please contact Dcn. 
Nancy (deacon@redeemercanonsburg.org) and we will arrange for the elements to be brought to you if that is 
your desire.  

I understand that this plan to move forward is not perfect. In fact, given the current situation it seems unlikely 
that we would ever create a plan that everyone could agree on. Several of the precautions that I’ve listed are 
subject to change because of the ever-fluctuating conditions in which we find ourselves. I deeply appreciate 
your patience and covet your prayers as we, in faith, begin to move forward. Let us not allow difference in 
opinion on this matter to cause a divide to form between us. I ask that we be diligent in prayer that the Lord 
would preserve us from misunderstanding and conflict.  

My friends, our Lord Jesus Christ has been with us. We do not yet know what great things he has for us or how 
he has used this time to bless us despite the vexation of it all. May we take this time to lament what has happened 
and to praise Him for carrying us through.  

I am eager to see us together again.  

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Eric 


